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GALATIANS I. 10. 


DO 1 NOW PERSUADE MEN OR GOD? OR DO 1 SEX 
To PLEASE MEN ? FOR 1F 1 YET PLEASED MEN, 
1 I SHOULD NOT BE THE SERVANT or CHRIST. 
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AINT' Ped; th the united brilliance and wand 


— ity of his virtues, acquired much celebrity for 
>— the chriſtian cauſe. Imbibing principles, Which 


were pure and rational, and having his purſuits wiſe- 
ly directed, he particularly Oy the miniſterial 
office. 

Hs character combined extraordinary qualities. 
He diſplayed independence without inſolence, conde- 


ſcenſion without meanneſs, courage without raſhneſs, 
and zeal unadulterated by enthuſiaſm, 


Tus his general character was diſcovered to he 
cial advantage in his honeſt and independent appeal 
to the chriſtians in Galatia. He was excited to this, 
by obſerving an alarming apoſtacy from the purity 
and reaſonableneſs of their religious belief. Certain 
ignorant or unprincipled teachers had levelled their 

efforts at the foundation of the chriſtian religion, by 
frſt ; deavOuring to . the ſimplicity of its 
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modes and forms. It was the purpoſe of theſe law. 
le innovators, to diminiſh” the attractiveneſs and 
beauty of the goſpel, by blending with its require- 
ments the ſeverities of Judaiſm. © Except,” ſaid 
they, © ye be circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, 
ye cannot be ſaved.” Although this corrupt ſyſtem 
impoſed a yoke, which neither the Jews nor their 
_ fathers could patiently bear, it gained from amongſt 
the Galatians many proſelytes. Our apoſtle expreſſed 
his ſurprize at their being © ſo ſoon removed from 
him, that called them into the grace of Chriſt,” to 
what they inconſiderately ſtyled another goſpel.— 
Having aſſerted the fallacy and abſurdity of their 
opinions, he appeals to them for an impartial deci- 
| - Hon reſpecting the probable rectitude of his apoſtolic 
| | communications and conduct. Is it your fixed opin- 
; ion, that in fulfilling my facred obligations, I cheriſh 
a more ardent defire to ingratiate myſelf with men, 
than to obtain the favour of God ? Or is it my fu- 
preme wiſh, to ſecure human applauſe ? If this be 
my prevailing purpoſe, I forfeit my miniſterial char- 
acer ; I diſobey my Maſter, and diflerve the cauſe 
he has commiſſioned me to defend. This is truly 
an illuſtrious example of the fincerity and indepen- 
dence which will honour his ſucceſſors in the church 
of Chriſt, 


. i To purſue a train of thought, not entirely inappli- 
cable to the ſolemnities of this day, I fhall attempt 

an illuſtration of Saint Paul's idea of the indepen- 

dence and indifference to the approbation of men, 

which become a miniſter of Jeſus; remark upon the 

moſt proper ſeaſons for exemplifying the principle; 

and 1 _ a 2 from the line of duty 

here 
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here preſcribed, will totally fruſtrate the E 
a chriſtian miniſtry. 


1. From the inſtructions and example of the TR 
tle, I am to deduce a rational conſtruction of the text. 


An overbearing and inſolent ſpirit is as ſubverſive 
of its deſign, as a flaviſh compliance with the hu- 
mours and prejudices of an inconſiderate and variable 
multitude. Paul, when executing the duties of 
his apoſtleſhip, preſerved a reputable. diſtance from 
theſe diſgraceful extremes. He neither plumed him- 
ſelf upon cheriſhing a ſovereign contempt for human 
approbation, nor did he facrifice principle, conſcience, 
and a true ſenſe of miniſterial dignity to ſecure it. 
He was cautious, leſt he ſhould be made giddy by 
the inebriating fumes of an unreſtrained ambition, 
or be diſtracted by the tinſel glare of a fancied. emi» 
nence. He. therefore purſued a: ſteady. courſe of 
duty, and happily united the independent and con- 
deſcending temper, which forms the moſt ſure baſis 
of ſolid dignity and worth. 1 ; 

No: man had' ever greater temptation to diſcover 
verſatility of character. In purſuance of his high 
commiſſion, he viſited ſome of the moſt. populous 
and opulent cities of the Roman empire. Although 
reſpectable for their antiquity and polite attainments, 
they were immerſed in ſcenes of diſſipation, extrav- 
agance, and profligacy. An attachment to faſhionable 
and corrupt pleaſures pervaded all claſſes. But what 
was the conduct of our chriſtian hero? Did he, when 
at any time he had quitted retirement for a more pub - 
lic and popular ſtage, in his common miniſtrations, 
relax the ſtrictneſs of moral and religious obliga- 


tions ? Did he repreſent them as varying with the 
notions, 
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Fo. 
notions, the caprice, or the fluctuating cuſtoms of 
the world ? Were virtue and religion attired by him 
in one garb in the cottage, and in another in the 
palace ? Conſult his addrefles, his expoſtulations, his 
warnings, and deſcriptions to the great men at 
Athens, at Rome, and at Corinth. Did not an in- 
dependence, which was never intimidated but by a 
ſenſe of decorum and of general utility, characterize 
his whole conduct? 


By theſe remarks on his univerſal practice, we are 
furniſhed with a reputable idea of the declaration, 
J am made all things to all men.” It was not, 
that a ſenſe of duty, in any inſtance, yielded to a 
thirſt for applauſe. It was not, that he faſhioned his 
conduct or preaching according to the mould of a 
corrupt and depraved taſte. It was only, that when 
in an aſſembly formed of Jews or of Gentiles, in 
things not eſſential, he ſhowed a reaſonable degree 
of accommodation, that by this means he might ſave 
ſome of them, by perſuading them to become ſincere 
and obedient chriſtians. It is of a piece with the aſ- 
ſertion, if meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no meat, whilſt the world ſtands.” 


From. the text, or from the conduct of Paul at 
any time, it would be utterly unreaſonable to infer, 
that human approbation is of no importance to the 
chriſtian miniſter, or that independence in him muſt 
diſplay itſelf in an inconſiderate, raſh, and inſolent 
attack upon the innocent opinions, prejudices, and 
practices of the world. The favour of men is an im- 
portant means of uſefulneſs. It gives influence to 
inſtruction, and weight to example. When ſubordi- 
nated to a ſolicitude to preſerve a good e 

3 


1 


and to obtain the divine favour, it may be innocently 
cheriſhed. I can conceive of no better definition of 
the virtue, which in the ſervant of Chriſt conſtitutes 
the honourable mean between an imperious, dog- 
matical, and abuſive ſpirit, and a flaviſh condeſcen- 
ſion, than is implied in the following ſentence. © It 
is a zeal, tempered with prudence, ſoftened with 
meekneſs, ſoberly aiming at great ends by the grad- 
ual operation of well-adapted means, ſupported by a 
courage, which no danger can intimidate, and a 
quiet conſtancy, which no hardſhips can exhauſt.” 


Taz peculiar excellence and luſtre of this virtue 
will more fully appear, if we behold it exemplified 
by a miniſter in his retired contemplations and ſtu- 
dies; in his ſocial interviews; and in his public 
miniſtrations. 


IT is of importance, that we view its operation, 
when he is ſecluded from the notice and obſerva- 
tion of the world. 5 


A 600D principle is not leſs active and profitable 
in retirement, than in public. It will there give a 
ſober and uſeful range to the thoughts, happily con- 
trol the inquiries and purſuits, and originate pure 
and holy purpoſes. The integrity and independence 
of character, which Saint Paul would recommend, 
has this undoubted tendency. It will preſerve a min- 
iſter from a devotedneſs to the frivolous, ſuperficial, 

and unimportant inquiries, which amuſe, rather than 
edify, which indulge a vain and wandering fancy, 
rather than enlighten and reform the heart. | 


UxLEss his mind be fortified by this noble princi- 
ple; if —_—_—_ and not uſefulneſs, be his govern- 
B 


ing 


[ 10 
ing object, i both his preparations for, and ſervices 
in the ſanctuary, will be ſo many oblations to his 
own vanity and ſelf. love, or to kindred paſſions i in 
the boſoms of his hearers.” If, in the moſt ſtrict 
ſenſe of the text, his ruling deſire be to pleaſe men, 
he will ranſack his own imagination, and the volu- 
minous productions of moral writers, to diſcover a 
falvo for human errors, and a title leſs harſh, than 
that which is appropriate, for the criminal excels, 
immorality, and vileneſs, which are prevalent i in the 
world. | 


For a miniſter to * faithful, therefore, he muſt 
be independent and firm even in ſolitude. This is 
the fountain. It is necelſary that it be kept with all 
diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life. What 
retirement approbates, it is almoſt certain, will be 
publickly maintained. If when alone we are diſpoſ- 
ed to think favourably of the errors, to apologize 
for the negligencies, and for the ſake of pleaſing the 
diſſolute and vain, to forgive their profligacy and 
perverſeneſs, we ſhall be liable to conſider them of 
too little conſequence to be openly reprobated. 


AnoTHER favourable ſeaſon for a miniſter to diſ- 
play this manly firmneſs of ſpirit, is in his ſocial in- 
terviews. 


CxrIsTIANITY ſtrictly enforces the moſt liberal 
views, and an enlarged benevolence. Its profeſſors 
no farther exemplify its ſpirit, than they are diſpoſed 
to offices of kindneſs, and to cheriſh love and good 
will to men. A valuable trait in this ſocial and gen- 
erous temper, is an inclination to join in the inno- 
cent amuſements, pleaſures, and feſtivities of life. 

They 
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They powerfully tend to enndble the underſtanding, 
and to ſoften the heart. Certainly, then, a diſpo- 
fition and practice, whith dignify all the profeffors 
of this religion, cannot derogate from the excellente 
or purity of ſuch as teach it. Our bleſſed Saviour, 
whilſt on earth; in no inſtance diſcountenanced a ra- 
tional indulgence of the benevolent affections.— 
Surely he, who, at a public feſtival, ſuffered it to be 
a purpoſe of his working a miracle, eyen if the moſt 
inconſiderable one, to prevent an interruption of the 
reaſonable hilarity of the gueſts, would not diſcour- 
age his ſervants from exercifing the ſame ch 
ſpirit, '#$O 12 
Ir is, however, an excellent property in his re- 
gion, that, when giving a licenſe to innocent indul- 
gence, it alſo impoſes falutary reſtraints. There is 
of courſe to the chriſtian, but in ſpecial to the minif- 
terial character, a facredneſs attached, which directs us 
to let theſe reſtraints have a commanding influence; 
If no fortitude is diſplayed in reſiſting the cravings 
of appetite, or the allurements of pleaſure, our claim 
to dignity, as ambaſſadors of Jeſus, is immediately 
forfeited. Or if, under pretence of being benevolent 
and condeſcending as a chriſtian, the diſpenſer of re- 
ligious truth ſacrifice his independence and integrity 
as victims on the altar of popularity, and become 4 
contemptible paraſite and flatterer, what of purity, 
of dignity, or of any thing excellent, has fuch' an 
one to boaſt! —_ a 
Bort his religious and his official character re- 
quire a faithful miniſter, by aſſociating with the peo- 
ple of his charge, to manifeſt a friendly concern for 
their welfare. Theſe ſocial interviews, whilſt they 
my ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen their mutual affection, afford a favourable 
ſeaſon for communicating important truths, and for 
alluring men to cultivate the mild and complacent 
ſpirit of the goſpel. | b 


Taz perverſions of this temper are an auſtere, un- 
accommodating, and inſolent diſpoſition ; and an 
unprincipled, exceſſive, and fulſome complaiſance. 
The natural fruit of the former is, to © lord it over 
God's heritage, inſtead of being enſamples to the 
flock.” Some dignitaries of the church in former 
periods, and their imitators, who are equally inſenſi- 
ble of their own inſignificance, when ſeparated from 
an elevated ſtation, have cheriſhed and diſcovered 
this antichriſtian and domineering temper. Theſe 
perſons entirely forget the apoſtle's advice; © the 
ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to 
all men, apt to teach, patient; in meekneſs inſtruct- 
ing thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure 
God will give them e to the ne 
ing of the truth.“ 


AN equal departure from this rectitude, which 
chriſtianity requires, is the other extreme. This im- 
plies a proſtration of all principle. It degrades rea- 
fon ; © makes ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 
ſcience ;” and annihilates every virtuous and pure 
ſentiment, 


A STILL more important evidence, that a miniſter 
poſſeſſes the fortitude, which rendered illuſtrious the 
primitive teachers of e may de given in 
his public miniſtrations. | 


IT is an inherent property of truth, to indices its 
lincere patrons with invincible courage. When a 
man 
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man has induſtriouſly © ſought and intermeddled 
with all wiſdom,” and, as the fruit of his diligence, 
is reaſonably aſſured, that he has acquired a regular 
and complete ſyſtem 'of moral: and chriſtian verity, 
no trifling impediment will. prevent his appearing as 
its open advocate. 


THresE remarks, which are made of truth in gene- 
ral, are properly applicable to the conſcientious in- 
ſtructors of the truths of the goſpel. Their courage 
is not a tranſitory flaſh. It is not excited and ſuſ- 
pended merely as an unreſtrained paſſion may die. 
tate. 


In an explanation and enforcement of the impor- 
tant doctrines of the chriſtian religion, independence 


and firmneſs are indiſpenſably required. No weapons 


can be more ſucceſsfully uſed in oppoſing either their 
ſecret or avowed enemies. They tend to ſatisfy 
them, not only that they are truths, but truths of 
everlaſting conſequence. They tend to convince 
them, that religion is not, as they would repreſent 
it, a deluſion; and thoſe, who defend c, mercenary 
and unprincipled hirelings and impoſtors. , 


Tus boldneſs, however, needs to be prudently di- 
rected, Miniſters ſhould be cautious not to over- 
ſtrain their independence, If, inſtead of employing 
their reſolution in the defence of the eſſentials of re- 
ligion, they appear ſtrenuous in eſtabliſhing ſpecula- 
tive points, which can have no influence upon the 
practice, or be eſſential to the ſalvation of their hear- 
ers, their courage degenerates into raſhneſs, If they 


appear as dictators to the world, and as if © wiſdom 


would dic with them,” they are neither likely to 
gain 
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gain converts to their creeds, nor to ſtrengthen and 
purify the faith of ſuch as are already believers. 


Taz fame principle, which will inſpire a becoming 
confidence in defending the chriſtian doctrines, will 
alfo lead to a reſolute enforcement of all moral obli- 
gations. 


Ax example of the moſt perfect mode of preaching 
is ſet by our Saviour and the early teachers of his re- 
hgion. | To be plain and practical, appears to have 
been their moſt influential motive. Neither the 
myſteries of the ſchools, nor the abſtruſities of meta- 
phyſicks, were ſo far honoured, as to receive their 
public countenance. It was their chief aim, to erad- 
ate the prejudices, deſtroy the errors, and repro- 
bate the vices; which found admiſſion into the hu- 
man heart or practice. Theſe were the great im- 

ments to chriſtians practiſing the perſonal and 
ial virtues. Theſe were the more ber obſta- 


des to their being exemplary as members of families, 


citevinſpect and peaceable as members of ſociety, and 
diligent, upright, and potis as chriftians, 


To make men ſober, righteous, and godly, is the 
great end of preaching. Who, then, that has any 
reverence for the example of his Maſter, of the apoſ- 
tles, or of exemplary miniſters in later ages, will 
dare be chargeable with remiſſneſs, in difcharging 
this important branch of duty! Who will be af. 
frighted from enforcing all the political, moral, and 
religious virtues, which are the fecurity of a nation, 
and the ſure foundation oh which to build our hopes 
6f futirè comfort! When Paul had the confidence 
to addteſs à Felix on the ſubjects of righteouſneſs 


and 


1 


and temperance, ſhall his ſucceſſors dare, 10 ** 
quency in their preaching, indirectly to give licenſe 


to excels and unrighteouſneſs? Whilſt the votaries 
of corruption ſay to the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
* ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits,” jf 
reſolved to behaye as veterans under the Captain of 
our common ſalvation, they will perſiſt i in painting, 
in the moſt frightful alen, the ian of men 
of every deſcription. 


THAT a departure from the path of Sud: which 
has been preſcribed, will fruſtrate the purpoſes of 3 
chriſtian miniſtry, is a ſelf-evident truth. 


EARNESTNESS, COUrage, "and perfeverance are 
among the leading traits in the character of a miniſ- 
ter of Jeſus. If, inſtead of the magnanimous diſpoſi- 
tion which theſe imply, he diſplay indifference, irre- 
ſolution, and an eager defire of human applauſe, he 
counteracts the defign of his high commiffion.— 
Should he, for the ſake of approving himſelf to men, 
omit the diſcuſſion of ſome, ſuperficially diſcuſs oth- 
ers, and timidly enforce all the doctrines and duties 
of the goſpel, inſtead of being the ſervant of Chriſt, 
he becomes the obedient flave of the unprincipled 
and impious. He degrades the character, forfeits 
the title, and is unworthy of the reward of 2 chriſ⸗ 
tian miniſter. 


WIEN I have contemplated this intereſting wd 
my Friend, it has given me particular pleaſure, to 
feel fully aſſured, that our views and opinions re- 
ſpecting it are in perfect harmony. A long and 
pleaſant intimacy with you forbids my heſitating to 
declare; that no other than the proſpect of your en- 


tering 
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tering on a more extenſive ſcene of improvement, 
comfort, and uſefulneſs, could perſuade me to ac- 
quieſce in this partial interruption of our friendly 
intercourſe. As an evidencę of my entire approba- 
tion of your conduct, when tranſacting the ſolemn 
buſineſs, which neceſſarily preceded the intereſting 
concerns of this day, you have my readineſs, thus 
publicly to engage, in © WG up your mind by 
way of remembrance. oh 


Am1psT the many joyous reflections, which your 
flattering proſpects originate, you will not forget 
duly to eſtimate the honour conferred on you by the 
great Head of the Chufth. To be placed in ſo con- 
ſpicuous a ſtation in this reſpectable metropolis, is 
an honour which brings with it a great weight of 
obligation. It may well excite in you a glowing 


ambition, to aim after new and extraordinary de- 


ees of excellence. You cannot need an incentive 
to this, if you contemplate the uninterrupted ſucceſ- 
ſion 


wu Tux Rev. Mr. Emtrs0N, on he 17th of Jane, received an 
aſſurance from the Firſt Church in Boſton, of their approbation 
of his ſervices, and of its being their united wiſh, that he ſhould 
become their miniſter, on condition, that his connexion with the 


Congregational Society at Harvard could be reputably diſſolved. 


This aſſurance was accompanied by an addreſs to the Society, 
requeſting a candid diſcuſſion of the ſubject. It was communi. 
cated, and enforced by a requeſt from Mr. Euxxsox, that the 
diſſolution of his paſtoral relation to them might take place. 
The buſineſs, from its commencement, was conducted on both 
ſides with a degree of candour, deliberation, and ſolemnity, becom- 
ing its importance. Previous arrangements being made by 
committees from the two Societies, the diſſolution of the con- 


nexion was ratified on the 10th of September, 1999, with mu- 


tual tokens of friendſhip and eſteem, in preſence of an  Eccleliall- 
ical Council, convened for the 3 
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Gon of learned, uſeful, and pious Worthies, who 
have here preceded you, and been burning and 
ſhining lights” in the church of Chriſt. 


Wren your Predeceſſor, who was an ornament 
to his profeſſion, and a glory to human nature, was 
taken from his labours, the friends of religion, who 
reflected on his uncommon attainments, appeared 
ſenſibly to regret the trying and diſcouraging ſitua- 
tion of whoever might be his ſucceſſor. But let me 
mention the ſubject to you as a ſource of conſola- 
tion, rather than of terror. Having ſo perfect a 
copy before you, exemplified by a frail mortal like 
yourſelf, is it not leſs difficult to aim after a reſem- 
blance of it, than if it were ſhaded with many er- 
rors ? May you not alſo firmly rely on it being 
impoſſible, that the members of this ſociety ſhould 
ſincerely profeſs to be charmed by the example he 
has ſet them, and to venerate his memory, and not 
exerciſe towards you the candour, which was one 
of the moſt ſtriking traits in his character? From 
this circumſtance therefore, Brother, you may take 
courage. 


Ar the ſame time chat the ſituation is honourable, 
there is attached to it a high degree of reſponſibility. 
The general and a reaſonable expectation is, that you 
will ſupport brilliancy of literary and profeſſional 
character, and that you will diſplay a worthy pattern 
of the miniſterial and chriſtian virtues. The paſt 
diſcourſe has been framed with a view to your ſitua- 
tion and proſpects in life. Let the integrity, the in- 
dependence, and ſirmneſs it recommends, preſerve 
1 80 from “ the fear of man, which bringeth a we i 
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1 
In the writings of the wiſe ſon of Sirach there is 
ſome ſage advice, and a motive to induce a compli- 
ance, which cannot be too deeply imprefſed upon 
your mind. Accept no perſon againſt thy ſoul, 
and let not thy reverence of any man cauſe thee to 
fall. Refrain not to ſpeak when there is occaſion to 


do good; ſtrive for the truth unto death, and the 
Lord ſhall fight for thee.” 


I sNCERELY wiſh you, my friend, a long, a 
peaceable, an uſeful, and a happy life. When you 
ſhall be gathered to the generation of your fathers, 
may the bleſſing of many, who, by your inſtrument- 
ality, have been ſaved from periſhing, ſanctify your 
memory. In the future world may you receive the 
reward of a“ good and faithful ſervant.” 


Tris day, Brethren of this Chriſtian Society, 
which conſummates your anxious hopes, muſt bring 
afreſh to your recollection the ſcene of woe, which 
divine providence called you to witneſs in this place.* 
Not only yourſelves, but the world of chriſtians, felt 
the wound. We applauded your tide of grief. We 
freely wept with you. On an occaſion not more in- 
tereſting, even © Jeſus wept.” 


Taz teſtimony you have given, that you highly 
eſtimated the learning and theological acquirements 
of your late Paſtor, merits high commendation.— 
The volume of ſermons, which, through your perſe- 
verance, and, as we truſt, regard to the intereſt; of 

religion, 


— Tun Rev. Joun — D. D. was ſeized with an apo- 
plexy, when delivering his ſermon in the afternoon of the Sab- 
bath, April 1, 1798. He died within twelve hours, in the 43d 
year of his age, and Con of his miniſtry. 


Em... 


religion, has been publiſhed, will remain an nd 
ing monument of the conſiſtency of his religious 
character, of his boldneſs in defending the chriſtian 
cauſe, and of his active and fervent piety. | 


In the exerciſe of the ſpirit of our religion, we 
do now rejoice, that your mourning is turned into 
joy. With ſincerity do we congratulate you on the 
brightneſs of your proſpects. We particularly re- 
joice, that you have obtained one for your ſpiritual 
guide, whoſe perſonal knowledge of our departed 
friend leads him to entertain a profound reſpe& far 
his amiable and venerable qualities: and, which muſt 
eſpecially give you comfort, one whoſe religious ſyſ- 
tem, as you have learned from his labours in word 
and in doctrine, is formed of the fame rational and 
fold principles. 


As you readily receive our ſympathy and our con- 
gratulations, receive alſo *© a word of exhortation.“ 
You are “ ſet as a city on a hill.” The eyes of the 
world are upon you : Let the exemplarineſs of your 
chriſtian character correſpond with the reputed em- 
inence of your ſituation. 


Tux obſervations, which have been made, deſig- 
nate the undiſputed characteriſtics of a faithful min- 
iſter. They lead you to infer, that each fervile com- 
pliance with the political, moral, or religious opin- 
ions and prejudices of a corrupt age is a forfeiture of 
this important character, and a perverſion of the ori- 
gina] purpoſe of a goſpel miniſtry. Unleſs a miniſter 
is explicit and honeſt, he cannot be faithful. Unleſs 
he is prudently independent and firm, he wilt not 


Grieve your confidence, neither can he © declare the 
whole 
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Whole counſel of God.“ Let, therefore, every in- 


Nance, in which he, who is now to be ſet as a watch. 


man of your ſpiritual intereſt, ſhall diſplay an honeſt, 
prudent, and independent zeal, in the cauſe of vir- 


tue, of religion, and the general good, increaſe your 


reſpect for his character, and your anxiety to derive 
benefit from his inſtructions. Think him not your 
enemy, becauſe he tells you the truth. 


Ixr you would realize your high expectations, be 
exemplary and conſtant in attending the inſtitutions 
of religion. This will be an excitement to induſtry 
and fidelity, and to hold a ſtill higher claim upon 
your eſteem and love. Judge of the imperfections 
of your miniſter with candour. Wiſely appreciate 
his virtues and his ſervices. Let not your fondneſs 
for ſcenes of feſtivity, or of pleaſure, give him, at 
any time, cauſe to lament, that you are not ſufficient- 
ly attracted by the charms of external devotion.— 
After experiencing a long period of mutual improve- 
ment, harmony, and comfort, being “ perfect and 
complete in the whole will of God,“ may you each 
enter upon a ſcene of employment, more refined, du- 
rable, and edifying, in the heavenly world. 


From the ſubject we have contemplated, my Fa- 
thers and Erethren in the miniſtry will allow me to 
ſuggeſt ſome hints, which, if reduced to practice, will 
add improvement to our friendly intercourſe with 
our hearers; uſefulneſs to our public labours; and 
ſtill greater luſtre to our official character. We ſhall 


then give full demonſtration, that we ſpeak and 


act, not as pleaſing men, but God, who trieth our 
hearts.“ 
THE 


| +08, 13 
Tux turbulency of paſſion, the triumphs of error, 
and the progreſs of irreligion, neceflarily expoſe the 
preachers of the goſpel to an extraordinary ſhare of 
obloquy and reproach. This, however, is not pecu- 
har to any age of the chriſtian church. When our 
Saviour and his apoſtles were on earth, theſe trials 


were allotted for their portion. Can the ſervant 


reaſonably expect to be leſs expoſed than his Maſter ? 


Ir is a conſolation, of which the enemies of decen- 
cy, of order, and of truth, can never deprive us, that 
the religion, which is the innocent occaſion of theſe 


temporary evils, has given abundant encouragement 


for our ſupport. Conſidering the preſent ſtate of ſo- 
ciety, to pleaſe all men, in all things, is fo far from 
being either deſirable or poſſible, that it is much be- 
neath the dignity of our ſacred character. Let, 
therefore, reſolution and integrity preſerve us. On 
the one hand, let us guard againſt the exceſs of am- 


bition, of pride, and their natural offspring, inſo- 


lence, and a vaunting ſuperiority over our fellow- 
men. On the other hand, let us not, for the ſake of 


being popular, cringe to the capricious wiſhes of the 


unſtable vulgar, or of the unreflecting great. Being 
thus ingenuous and honeſt, whether our people hear, 
or whether they forſake us, we ſhall ſave our own 
ſouls. © Our reward is with the Lord, and we ſhall 
be precious in his ſight.“ 


To our Brethren of this reſpectable Almi we 
recommend a candid conſideration of the duties, the 
trials, and the diſcouragements, to which your min- 
iſters are expoſed. When you conſider their high 
obligations, and, in particular, that they watch 
for your ſouls, as thoſe who muſt give an account,” 
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be not diſpoſed to cavil or find fault, when you fee 
them, with a manly and independent firmneſs, en- 
deavouring to reclaim you from the evil of your 
ways. The preſent is your probationary ſeaſon. 
Carefully cultivate the ſeeds of virtue and of piety. 
Let not the deluſions of pleaſure, the charms of hon- 
aur, nor any ſenſible objects, divert your attention 
from more intereſting purſuits. © He that ſoweth 


to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption ; but 


he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting.” ... 


Now unto Him, who is able to keep you from 


falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the pre- 


ſence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only. 
wife God, our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever, AMEN.” 


BY THE 


Reverend EZRA RIPLEY, 


Of ConcoRD. 


HE chriſtian religion carries on its features, 
impreſlive evidence of its ſuperior excellence 
and divine original. It is recommended to us by a 
glorious and commanding diſplay of reaſon and 
grace, of mercy and truth, of righteouſneſs and 
peace. It enjoins the moſt divine and uſeful virtues, 
inſpires the moſt animating hopes, and yields the 
ſweeteſt comforts, There are no doctrines equally 
ſublime and needful, no precepts ſo perfect, no mor- 
als ſo pure, no promiſes ſo. precious, as thoſe of re- 
vealed religion. The glory of human inſtitutions, 
on compariſon with chriſtianity, fades away, as the 
light of a taper is loſt in the beams of the ſun. 


Tux benefit and conſequences attached to the 
preaching of this religion, which is the peculiar 
buſineſs of chriſtian miniſters, are intereſting and im- 
menſe. That this work be faithfully performed, is, 
therefore, highly important, and even indiſpenſable 
duty. Being ſtewards of the myſteries and mani- 
fold grace of God, it is required of us that we be 
found faithful, | 
CusToM, 
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5 cosron, venerable for its antiquity and pious in its 
deſign, unites with propriety in expreſſing, on the preſ- 


ent occaſion, a charge to miniſterial fidelity; and in 


addreſſing it to you, the Rev. WILLIAM EMERSON, 
who, by the preſent ſolemnities, are conſecrated 
and acknowledged the paſtor of the chriſtian church 
and ſociety uſually worſhipping in this houſe of 
God. The Eccleſiaſtical Council, now preſent, hav- 
ing appointed me to be their mouth in this paternal 
part of ſervice, you will expoſe your mind to be 
ſtirred up to a remembrance of the ſolemn charge 
which you received on your induction to the ſacred 
office. We, therefore, realizing the omniſcience and 
omnipreſence of the Deity, do now affetionately 
counſel and officially charge you to preach the word 
in its purity, and to do this in all good fidelity to 
God, to the Redeemer, to your fellow-men, and to 

ourſelf. Take heed to the miniſtry, which thou 

haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.” Re- 
member that you are a miniſter of the new-teſta- 


ment. Determine, therefore, to preach Jeſus Chriſt | 


and him crucified, as the only name given under 
Heaven whereby we muſt be ſaved, as the only 


foundation on which {ſinful men can ſafely build 


their hopes of eternal life, to the excluſion of all 
uncertain conjectures and human ſyſtems. The re- 
ligion of Chriſt only furniſhes motives and conſola- 
tions adequate to the capacities and exigencies of 
n. 


You are bet for the defence of the goſpel. ' You 
muſt be active and valiant in its cauſe, on whatever 
part of Zion's walls you be ftationed. © Thou = 


Us my fon, be ſtrong in the Pace © that is in 
Chriſt 


Fil 
Chriſt Jefus.” Be deeply concerned ſo to explain 
and enforce chriſtian doctrines and duties, promiſes 
and threatenings, as to arreſt the attention and over- 
come the oppoſition of inſidels and gainſayers, to 
eſtabliſh the wavering, and help the joy of believers ; 
and let your daily practice confirm the truth and 
illuſtrate the excellence of your public inſtructions. 


Tre ways of God are perfect, but unſearchable. 
His underſtanding is infinite.” We adore that 
Providence, by which you have been conducted in 
peace from one to another part of the Lord's vine. . 
yard. We acknowledge the validity of the reaſons, 
_ have ed yau to transfer your a0 re- 

tions. 


In this metropolis, your ſervices and temptations 
| will frequently aſſume an appearance different from 

that, to which you have been accuſtomed ; but they 
will not be leſs arduous and trying. Your reſolu- 
tion and circumſpection muſt correſpond with your 
new ſituation. If you ſhould, by an unguarded and 
defective life, renew the invidious ſarcaſm of liber- 
tines againſt chriſtians, that their virtue depends on 
worldly condition and circumſtances, and not on in- 
ward principles of piety and goodneſs, you will in- 
jure religion, give occaſion of ſcandal and blame to 
the miniſtry ; and it were better, that your fame 
had been confined to narrower limits, and that 
your praiſe had never been in the churches. 


Ir is generally eaſier to conciliate, than to preſerve 
the friendſhip of people. Nothing ſhort of unaffect- 
ed goodneſs and fidelity in office, exhibited with wiſ- 
dom and prudence, can effect the latter. Theſe will 
commend you to the conſcience of every man. 

D A PROSPECT 
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A yrosPecTt of more extenſive uſefulneſs hath 


profeſſedly had its influence in producing the recent 


change in your paſtoral connexions. Let that mo- 
tive have full effect. Your ſphere of action is now 
enlarged, and your ſtation is more conſpicuous. Let 


your exertions and improvements riſe in proportion. 


Let it be your unceaſing aim to imitate Chriſt and 
his apoſtles in their love and care for the ſouls of 
men. Conſider alſo the learning and labours, the 
piety and uſefulneſs of your revered predeceſſors in i 
this deſk, and reſolve, by divine aid, to be yourſelf a 
burning and ſhining light. 


Bor, while we earneſtly exhort you to ſtrive aſter 


high degrees of knowledge and uſefulneſs, we would 
not that you be ſolicitous beyond meaſure. To have 


the zeal of God's houſe eat you up, as a miniſter of 


Chriſt, doth not require you to deſtroy your bodily 


health, and to die before your time. 


ENnDEAvouR to remove the partition walls between 
the ſeveral denominations of chriſtians. Were this 
ſervice performed, the chriſtian ſpirit would more 
freely operate, party names would ceaſe, and all the 
unfeignedly good and pious would cheerfully unite 


in religious worſhip and ordinances, as the affection- 


ate children of one * and the charitable diſci- 
ples of one Lord. 


Durv may require you ee to touch on 
political ſubjects. Let diſcretion and prudence guard, 
integrity and uprightneſs preſerve you. But attempt 
not to ſtifle the patriot in the chriſtian miniſter.— 
Chriſtianity and patriotiſm are congenial. Never 
teach by precept or — that an enemy of his 


"_— 


i. 01 
country can be a friend of Chriſt ; or a wilful diſor- 
ganizer in ſociety, a faithful ſubjet of the Prince of 


peace. 
Fon more particular direction in miniſterial duty, 
we refer you to the inſtructions of St. Paul to Timo- 
thy and Titus, who were younger biſhops. Due ap- 
plication of thoſe charges to yourſelf will engage you 
to ſtand in your lot, to feed the flock of Chriſt, and 
to be ready unto every good work. | 


 SUMMARILY we fay, © Take heed unto thyſelf, and 
_ unto thy doctrine ; continue in them: for in doing 
this, thou ſhalt ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee." 


'FinaL LY, we apply to you, reverend and dear Sir, 
the ſolemn charge and animating promiſe of our di- 
vine Lord and Maſter to the angel of his church in 
Smyrna, * Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
18 thee a crown of life.” 


— 
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THE 
RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 
err Tun | 
| Reverend PETER THACHER, b. p. 


Of Bos TON. 


HE God of nature hath ordained, that “ one 
generation ſhall paſs away, and another come.“ 
This order is never violated. It has ſubſiſted from 
the moment, in which death entered the world, 
even to the preſent day. Our fathers, where are 
they? and the prophets, do they live forever?“ 


Tux preſent occaſion reminds us of this truth, ſo 
intereſting and important. We remember, with 
warm affection, the late excellent Paſtor of this 
Church. We mourned deeply and ſincerely when 
we depoſited his remains in the © houſe appointed 
for all living.” That was the duty of the day. A 
more pleaſing one now efigages our attention. We 
rejoice in the ſolemn tranſaction, which has intro- 
duced our Brother to the miniſtry in this place. 
We are to wiſh him good ſpeed in the name of the 
Lord. | | 

Tuis agreeable duty is, by direction of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Council here convened, now to be perform- 
ed. In their name, therefore, and agreeably to the 
ſcriptural uſage of theſe churches, I give you, fir, my 

| right 


W 


right hand. We hail your renewed entrance on the | 
miniſtry, We promiſe you our counſel, our aſſiſt. 
ance, and our prayers. We aſk the fame favours 
from you. We receive you as a brother; and we 


will render to you, and receive from you, "all broth- 
erly offices. We ſerve the ſame Maſter. We are 
engaged in the ſame cauſe. We have one faith, one 

hope, and God grant that we may. inhabit the fame 


| heaven ! The © God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of 


Jacob ;” the © good will of him, that dwelt in the 
buſh, 7 be with thee, my brother! The Lord grant 


thee a long and a uſeful life, a POR — 4 


a glorious immortality ! 


BzenoLD, my Brethren of this Church and Con- 


gregation, behold the man of your choice ; the paſ- 
tor whom, we truſt, God hath graciouſly given you; 


the friend who will bear your burdens and help your ' 


Joy. We rejoice in his gifts, his graces, his accep- 
tance. We rejoice in the unanimity with which you 


have received him. This unity has been your crown 


and honour. For many years it has not been in- 


terrupted. You, and the miniſters who have ſo 
faithfully ſerved you, have known © how good and 


how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
Reals, God forbid that you ſhould ever feel a re- 
verſe of this happy circumſtance ! God forbid, that 
any root of bitterneſs ſhould ſpring up to trouble 
you!“ Permit me to ſay, that I © naturally care for 
your ſtate.” You, and the church which I 8 the 
happineſs to ſerve, are ſo intimately connected, as 
that the welfare of one will materially affect the 
other. Let brotherly love continue.” Let us both 
* ſtudy the things which make for Peace, and where- 


by 
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„ Y 
by one may edify another.” To you, my brethren, - J 
and the children which are yet to be born, We 
wiſh the preſence and blefling of heaven! Our 


hearts deſire and prayer to God for you is, that you 


may be faved.” * This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! Save 
now, we beſeech thee, O Lord; O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, ſend now proſperity. Bleſſed be he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. We have bleſſed you ove 
of the houſe of the Lord“ 


— 


28 JY 68 


